
We may have natural, adopted, or foster
children who rise up and call us “blessed,”
and that is wonderful. However, today I want
to speak about different children. The Bible
calls them children in the faith, in other
words, spiritual children. 1 Timothy 1:1, 2
(NAS), Paul calls Timothy, “…my true child
in the faith…” 2 Timothy, chapter 1:1, 2
(NAS), Paul calls Timothy, “…my beloved
son…” Timothy was not Paul’s natural,
adopted, or foster child; he was Paul’s son in
the faith. He was Paul’s spiritual son. 

I like how Paul calls Timothy, “my true
child in the faith,” and “my beloved son.”
Titus 1:4 (NIV), Paul calls Titus, “…my true
child in our common faith.” Paul had no
natural children; however, God had used him
to bring Timothy and Titus to a saving faith
in Jesus Christ. Paul loved them; he taught,
trained, and discipled them in the ministry as
his own sons.

Believers need to pray and ask God before
they adopt or foster children. However, we
also need to remember that every true
believer is adopted. The Bible tells us that
when we put our trust in Christ as our
Savior, God adopts us into His family. Every
true believer is called to share his or her
faith. Single or married, we are to bring
people into the family of God through Christ. 

My husband, Richard, and I have been
married since 1968. We have been believers
since 1976, and we have no natural children.
Yet through God’s amazing grace, we have

many children in the faith. We have many
spiritual children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. Some of them live in St.
Louis, where we live, some are throughout
the U.S., and some are even in other
countries. All of them share what we have
taught, trained and discipled them. Most of
all, they share the love, mercy, patience and
grace of God that we gave them. They saw
the love that we had for Jesus and the Word
of God. We had the joy of teaching them
daily prayer and to read, study and obey the
Bible, and their lives were transformed.

Like natural families, there has been joy,
and there has been sorrow. We have also had
rebellious, stubborn, strong-willed spiritual
children and grandchildren. However, we
trust God’s Word in Galatians 6:9 (KJV)
which reads, “…in due season we shall reap
if we faint not.”

Beloved, can I ask you a question today?
Do you have spiritual children? Is there fruit
of your spiritual life? And do they rise up and
call you “blessed”? Is your life fruitful in
God’s kingdom? I hope it is, but if it’s not, it’s
never too late to start.

Blessed By Spiritual Children
“Her children rise up and call her blessed [happy, fortunate, and to be envied];

and her husband boasts of and praises her… ”  Proverbs 31:28 Amplified
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